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Selecting by Peers is one of the most powerful 
features of WebConnect.  Using this feature, 
you can quickly create a list of all libraries that 
meet certain criteria that you define.   
 
In this example, you will use the FSCS dataset 
to find peers based on a certain level of Total 
Operating Income. 
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From the Libraries Tab, select the 
“Setup” Icon. 
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From the setup screen, select a dataset from 
the drop down window (for example, FSCS, 
PLA or an individual state dataset). 
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Once you have selected your database, 
you will need to select a “Me 
Library”. This is the library used as a 
base for peer comparisons. 
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In this example, we have selected FSCS as 
our database. We are using Boulder Public 
Library as our peer comparison base.  After 
you have made these selections, click the 
‘Next” button at the bottom of the page. 
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This returns you to the “Select 
Libraries” screen.  Click on the 
“Select by Peers” button 
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The Statistical and Categorical Data 
available for the selected database will 
appear. 
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Choose any statistical or categorical data 
element folder 
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Select one or more data elements to base 
your peer upon.  However, keep in mind 
that if you choose multiple variables the 
application will use the operand “AND”, 
thus searching for libraries that meet both 
criteria.   
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Select the data element you want to 
use to base your comparison.  Enter a 
minimum and maximum value for the 
variable(s) selected. 
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In this example, we will look at 1variable, Total Operating 
Income.  Boulder’s Total Operating Income is $4,967,004 
(This is taken from the 1998 FSCS data). To find similar 
peers you could use $4,500,000 and $5,000,000 for the 
minimum and maximum values.  After entering the 
numeric values, click ‘Next’ located at the bottom of the 
page. 
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A table displaying all libraries that fall 
between the minimum and maximum 
values specified will appear.  In this 
example, there were 28 libraries.  If the 
base library falls within the minimum and 
maximum values selected, it will appear in 
Red indicating that it is the base library 
selected.   
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To narrow or expand the search, enter a new range for 
the minimum or maximum (or both) and click 
“Refine”.  In this example, we changed the minimum 
value to 4,950,000 and the maximum remained the 
same.  The results returned for this search was 5 
libraries. 
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After you have refined your search, 
click the ‘Next’ button of the page.  
To change a data element, click the 
‘Back’ button at the bottom of the 
screen. 
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The matching peer libraries will be 
displayed in the ‘Select Libraries’ box.  
You can also add libraries by clicking on 
the ‘Select Alphabetically’ button.  Click 
‘Next’ when you have finished. 
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This will bring you to the Data tab.  
You have the option of choosing 
from several data elements based 
on the database selected at setup. 
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Select the data element(s) that you 
want to use to compare with your peer 
libraries selected in the previous 
screen.  As you select Data Elements, 
it will place them in the ‘Selected Data 
Elements’ box. 
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After you have selected the data 
element(s) choose from the ‘Available 
Years’ the years that you want to 
view. 
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1. In your selection process, if you have 
selected multiple libraries and multiple 
data elements, you can only select one 
year from the available years list. 

 
2. If you select multiple libraries and only 

one data element, you can select 
multiple years. 

 
3. If you select only one library, you can 

select multiple data elements and 
multiple years. 

 
For this example, we have used Option #2. 
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Once you have entered the data 
elements and years, click ‘Next’ at the 
bottom of the page. 
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The formatting page will appear.  You 
can choose to view your results in a 
graph or table form. 
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You can choose to group by libraries, 
data elements, or years from the drop 
down window.  You also have other 
formatting options (Sort By, Color 
Scheme, Graph Type, etc.). 
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For Example:  You add a title for your 
graph. 
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After you have entered your formatting 
options, click ‘Next’ at the bottom of the 
page. 
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If this is the first time you have used 
Connect (and are displaying a graph), you 
will get a security warning.  Just accept it 
by clicking yes. 
 
The results tab will display your graph or 
table according to your formatting 
specifications.  
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The Series Legend is outside the graph.  
To move it inside your graph, click on 
Series Legend and hold down your mouse 
button and move it to the desired location 
in your graph.   
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The Series Legend is now part of the 
graph. In this example It was placed 
at the bottom of the graph. 
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From the toolbar, you can choose to 
save, copy to the clipboard, change 
graph display, print or several other 
options.  Experiment with the many 
options available! 

Save the Graph 
Change 
Graph Type 

Copy to 
Clipboard 

Print 

Zoom 
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Using the Libraries, Data, or Format tabs 
you can go back and change selected 
criteria. 
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